
An unjust reward is
one where we try and
award merit to some-

thing that doesn’t actually
deserve it. The reasons for
this ineligibility can be
many: the achievement may
have been reported erro-
neously, nefarious means
might have been deployed to
accomplish it or, in the rarest
of rare cases, what is being
termed an achievement is an
instance of perfectly normal
behaviour. In other words, set
the bar low and pole vault
over it to set a new record
every hour!

When someone says that
they don’t steal, harass others
or make extortionist threats,
it isn’t something that should
be lauded as good behaviour.
In any civil and sane society,
these are the most basic
tenets to enable the said
group to survive beyond one
generation. Without these
very ‘common sense’ premis-
es, the idea of society itself
stands negated.

This is also why I always
find it odd whenever a person
on any talk show these days,
states that he respects women
and then instills a pregnant
pause for the air to fill with
oohs and aahs of reverence
and appreciation. No, you

idiot! Respecting women, like
not stealing, is a basic com-
mandment of culture. Good
upbringing decrees that such
values be imprinted on us
such that they become natur-
al instinct rather than a dis-
tant second habit. In other
words, to not respect women
should be like not breathing.

In light of the recent ban-
ning of documentaries (how
juvenile and  naive of the
powers that be, to think that
they can actually ban
something and keep it
shut away in the age
of the Internet), it
pains me to realise
how men really see
women. I am not
launching into a
debate on whether
it is so on account of
the lack of education
or poverty because, for
me, respect for another
human being is a basic
instinct that supercedes all
other needs, even hunger. 

Seventy percent women in
India face domestic
violence, which
means that I
clearly belong
to the minority
that doesn’t do
anything to
keep their
wily wenches
under control.
Most rapists are convict-
ed after having commit-
ted the crime multiple
times and this, in turn,
means that not only
does crime pay but
seems to afford the
culprits a seeming-
ly convenient
payment plan.
And the
response of
the world’s
l a r g e s t
democra-
cy to help
make the
world a
m o r e
s e c u r e
place for
w o m e n
is to sti-

fle a documentary that was
brazen enough to speak the
truth? For once, I feel
ashamed. Worse yet, given
how not only the uneducated
but also those who are
learned enough to practise
law view the status of women
in India, I am shamefully
forced to reassess a few con-
cepts of my own. The new
alignment suggests that all
men who display any basic
decency towards women

deserve an award.
So the next time

a man respects
a woman, he
should not
only be laud-
ed but be
made effi-
gies of to be

worshipped.
We should

praise all men
who so much as

a ck n ow l e d g e
the exis-

t e n c e

of women by composing
hymns in their praise. And if
any man  mentions the idea of
independence and women in
the same sentence and allows
his stoic mind to flirt with
such a utopian concept, he
should be deserving of the
highest honour — something
stopping only slightly short of
canonisation would not be too
extravagant, here.

As a side note, women will
not be eligible for any awards
— not even a gentle pat on the
back. You get nothing for tol-
erating men or our inexplica-
ble double standards. Every
time you get home safe in the
evening without having been
entirely disgusted by lecher-
ous gawking or lewd remarks,
consider that a reward in
itself.

The writer is a lover of
wine, song

and
every-
thing

fine
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STANDARDS 
OF SEXINESS

yin & yang

SSAAMMEENNTTHHAA  FFEERRNNAANNDDEESS

The one relationship that matters the
most to me is my relationship with

my brother. I feel that a strong bond with
a sibling is the best way to learn more
about life and the different kinds of peo-
ple it will introduce you to as you go
along. Your sibling can be evil at times,
your partner in crime at times, your best
friend at others, your enemy, your teacher
and so much more. So yes, I can’t believe

I’m saying this, but my stupid broth-
er matters the most to me. If it was-
n’t for him, my childhood would
have been so boring! It would also
have been a lot more painless
though, given that I’ve been at the
receiving end of a lot of maar from
my parents because of him. Whether
it was my fault or his, I used to always
be the one to get a beating!

Samentha is an actor and dancer

What is sexy? Has this question ever
perplexed you? It has been asked

since the time of Adam and Eve and a
tangible answer is yet to be found. The
reason is simple. Various factors like
upbringing, beliefs and cultural values
influence what we find sexually attrac-
tive in another person. Since our beliefs
and cultural values change from time to
time, the standards of sexiness change
with time too. Marilyn Monroe, for
example, would be too gawky to get any
modeling assignments today.

Pioneering sexologist John Money has
introduced the concept of “Love Maps”
to describe your own, very personal col-
lection of erotic ideals. According to
Money we all form our love maps
between the ages of five and eight based
on what we find appealing or unappeal-
ing in our parents, siblings, friends, rela-
tives and acquaintances. We may be
unaware of this process in our child-
hood, but when we reach sexual maturi-
ty these become our very own list of
turn off ’s and turn on’s.

In a study titled “Tactics for promoting
sexual encounters” 50 students at the
University of Michigan were given a
long list of hypothetical tactics for get-
ting someone into bed with them, and
were asked to judge which were the most
effective. 

Men said that women would be most
successful when using the direct
approach, asking the man if he wanted
to have sex or undressing in front of
him. Women, on the other hand, said
that men would be most successful when
their advances are not overtly sexual but
sex-related (love and commitment). Most
women, though they find sex enjoyable,
do not seek out sex as an end in itself the
way men do.

Dear fellow men, do you now recognise
an indubitable fact of life? Sexiness is
obtained only in the pursuit of some-
thing else.

The writer is a sexologist. Mail him at
ddrr..nnaarraayyaannaa@@ddeeccccaannmmaaiill..ccoomm  

HHoollllyywwoooodd  ssttaarr  BBrraaddlleeyy
CCooooppeerr  aanndd  lloonnggttiimmee  ggiirrll--

ffrriieenndd  SSuukkii  WWaatteerrhhoouussee  aarree
rreeppoorrtteeddllyy  ppllaannnniinngg  ttoo

ttaakkee  tthhee  nneexxtt  sstteepp  iinn
tthheeiirr  rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp..
TThhee  llaatttteerr  hhaass  rreeppoorrtt--
eeddllyy  bbeeeenn  wwaarrmmiinngg

tthhee  AAmmeerriiccaann  SSnniippeerr
aaccttoorr  uupp  ttoo  tthhee  iiddeeaa  ooff

ppooppppiinngg  tthhee  qquueessttiioonn..  TThhee
ttwwoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ddaattiinngg  ssiinnccee
MMaarrcchh  llaasstt  yyeeaarr..  

love
bytes

‘Siblings are partners in crime’

MMAAGGAANNDDEEEEPP

SSIINNGGHH

The response of the
world’s largest

democracy to help
make the world a

more secure place
for women is to sti-

fle a documentary
that was brazen
enough to speak

the truth?

Still from Kate And Leopold

Gender-ally speaking

Respecting
women, like not

stealing, is a basic
commandment of

culture. To not
respect women

should be like not
breathing.
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